
The Cinema Studies Student Union at the Universiry of Toronto presents.. ...R. BfUCe Eldef in person

ararescreening.f CRACK BRUTAL GRI EF'
"Powerfirl and raw, Crack, Brutrl' Grief is an impressive extension ofR. Bruce Eldels obsessions with history, media culture, psycholory,

technolory, and the cruelty found in nature. The film acts as a primal scream, literally and metaphorically. The point ofdeparture for the film
oame shortly afiEr the gruesome suioide ofEldels close friend. Blder began an investigative examination of graphic images ofsuicides, scenes of

honor, and hard-core pomogr4phy found on the inlemet which ultimately form the thesis ofthis cathartio expression of grief. 'Increasingly
angered by the Web's banalization of suffering, I d€cid€d to fashion a compilation film, using only materia[ from the Web that would retum to the
degradcd images I found there the fult dignity of their honod (Elder). Assisted by a talented team ofyoung Toronto filmmaksrs - Ilane Guftnarl
Izabella Pruska-Oldenhof, lvlaria Raponi, Jeremy Elder-Jubeliq and Greg Boa - Elder consruots I sophisticated montage ofhighly-processed

imagery which transforms these images ofhorror irito a weave of abstraction. The film's inspired sound collage draws upon a diverse mnge ofpop
culture and ava -garde sources. Like Elder's Book ofAll The Dearl, Craclq Brutal, Griefuses a series ofdialectical concepts in opposition to

probe a range of philosophical concems related to the history of consciousness in the twentielh century.' (Cinematheque Ontario)
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