
 The phrase “Infunde Lumen Cordibus” (“Shed Thou Thy beams within 
our hearts”) is best-known from a hymn, ascribed to St. Ambrose and 
used for Sunday Vespers. St Ambrose’s title was “O lux beata Trinitas” 
(“O Trinity of Blessed Light”), but it appears in the Roman Breviary 
under the title “Iam sol recedit igneus” (As fades the glowing orb of 
day”). St. Ambrose is often credited (probably incorrectly) with have 
institued the Office of the Dead -- that association has inflected my  
Reading of the hymn. 
  
 The film was made using principles derived from Stephen 
Wolfram’s work on cellular automata (A New Kind of Science) 
to determine the content or colour of the shots, their duration, and 
the time of their appearance: the palette of effects, and their 
rhythmical development (from the simple alternations with which the 
film begins to the complex dynamic structures of its later parts),is 
entirely the result of computational processes that model natural 
events. John Cage instructed us that art should imitate nature in its 
manner of operation; I have tried to take the lesson. The music was 
composed by Colin Clark, using related principles. 

 


