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R- Bruce Elder is a filmmaker
who doesn't especially like the way
movies are ordinarily made. In his
view, a movie — the regular Holly-
wood sort, at least — is put together
like an automobile, with everybody
doing his little assembly-line job.
How the product finally comes out
may even be a surprise to the person
who is director of operations.

Elder, who opens the series ‘‘The
Canadian Independent Cinema' to-
night at 8 at Media Study/ Buffalo,
207 Delaware Ave., wants to return to
the basics. A movie is a chunk of film
flipping by a glowing lamp. It’s a ser-
ies of stills shown in rapid succession
on a screen. A story, characters, pic-
tures of places and the other narra-
tive elements that make up the stand-
ard movie are as extraneous to Elder

as a studio full of unneeded extras to -

a Hollywood director.

*1857 (Fool's Gold)," the first Eld-
er film on tonight’s program, is a
brilliant assemblage of cinema’s
simplest elements. But this highly
charged creation is by no means a
simple film. On the contrary, its
near-perfect 25- minute mix of image,
text and music has the emotional
complexity of many narrative films
eight times its length.

The images of *1857"' are recognizi-
ble, relatively commonplace views
uncomplicated by any human pre.
sence. Shots (*‘stills’”’ might be the
better word) of sailboats, ships on a
stormy sea, flying gulls and trees in
the wind flow by the eye meit or swell
into one another, or flatten into an
abstract graininess, or dissolve into a
single pulsating color. All the pic-
tures are modified toward the ab-
stract (usually by means of electron-
ic film equipment like the optical
printer — computerized in Elder's
case), and color particularly has an
artifical, dye-like quality.

These images, often harboring an
old-fashioned lyricism, are joined by
three different texts, two printed di-
rectly on the screen over the images,
another in voice-over. The printed
texts are taken from Ezra Pound's
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“Cantos’’ and an algebraic proof. The

; voice-over is a reading of Daniel

Defoe’s chilling account of the plague
years, *'Journa! of the Plague."”
Things are further complicated by
a very calculated electronic musical
score and a kind of visual timekeeper
ticking off numbers in one corner of
the screen like a slightly tipsy digital
clock. Meanwhile, another number
countdown appears periodically in
the center of the screen futilely try-
ing to section of!f the non-stop images.
Naturally, with all these contrary
things happening before us, any con-
tinuity of thought is constantly being
derailed. We can be in the middie of

reading a Pound line like ‘‘the wave .

ran in the beach grove’ accompanied
by appropriate sea images, and then
the screen will suddenly go black be-
hind the letters and a piece of one of
Defoe's horrifying descriptions of the
suffering plague victims will float
into the consciousness. Reason and
emotion are turned on their heads as
cold, algebraic thought, a stone-hard
Pound verse and Defoe's relentless
prose twist around one another.
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MEDIA STUDT /BUFFALO
" R. Bruce Elder, showing independent films tonight at Media Study
studio

The screen, at a climactic point, is
filled with a tunnel of frames-within-
frames in rapid retreat (or advance,
if you want to see it that way). Then
all turns red — a weightless, flicker-
ing red that assaults the eyes —
which is finally countered by a soft
green with the fake pastoral quality
of a menthol cigarette ad.

It is an astounding work overall,
and one that vividly demonstrates
what film might have been if it had
never been thought of as an extension
of the theater in the first place.
‘There is a $1.50 admission charge for
this and the other programs in the
series.

Next Friday at 8 p.m. at Media
Study/Buffalo: *‘Canadian Group
Show’’ including films by David Rim-
mer, Chris Gallagher, Kathy Li, Rob-
ert Rayher, Veronika Soul and James
B. Kelly.

Oct. 2 at 8 p.m. at Media Study/
Buffalo: Al Razutls' “Amerika."”

Oct. 8 at 8:30 p.m. at the Albright-
Knox Art Gallery: Michael Snow’s
lipresents'll
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