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Fl esh Ange1 ti Br urc e El c{er

Brut':e Hlderrt$ nekl fi1m, ['J."gsl.tt.*&ngsl.]_s.y re::iLrrne$ a large rycle

r:,f fiImal, *;t}Imd IhS_-H51'rk $,f*$J,]*_-t};e..*8$gd.r that was ttrrnp'3rariIy

aband,:nmd after tkrrrs,:latil,tn.$- t: 19gZ). T]re cyrle ar:; 6l wtr*]e tra':es

the descent,:f ,=,=*-O=,u- ; fr,:m inn,:,cent paradit;e t,: l'r,:rrid

a:{perience}. Sc'me partB are Lrrief burt t}re f i Lm:i c':'rnpleted durrinqt

tlte Ei ght i es er/ipand i n l ength expnnent i a1 1y. The f ,st-rrteen--h,:ltr

,:lirnav;r !":,:J]-EE*-S-ti-!,!-l.E sssemed tc, a fiLm ab*lrt wi:id':l,nr frs if s'3.ne

tatage c:,f synttresi s had lresrn reaclrsrd "

In l ight ,:f the f ,rur*'f i 1rn slrb'*rycIe the murrh s;h,rrter fll"eqh

fi:gglS. initiates, fu'nS.r*ISt-tJ3nji. nc'w s*&ms rn(,re a purrgat'rrinI rstep

t*ward an,:ther, "{lassir:: slrtr;i:ldc'm" It is a filrn *f levels

,srqanized in a very ,:aref ltl t indeed ':frrnpt-rterised) mat}rematiral

manner, One level c'f tlre irnagery, rnade up *f i 11r-rstrati':ns and

pai nt i ngts, putl se wi th I i ght t,r mal::61 an ,;-Et:!-f g-U.g. f ,:.r tlre wh,:,1et

w':,r[': " Over t]ris level r at timel; interrlrptirrg it, arF $Lrps*rimp*seld

I ayerla (,f pi r:i I l atcld traverl and nature i maget; tl ab*urt ,:rnB f ,:nrth

*f tlre fj. 1m) atnrl imagels ,:,f nucles anrJ l.,rvel--mal:i.nfil trerated tc, s,1*w

m,:tic,n t.Lt$inF the siarne vide* ':arnera Sn,:w Lrses f,:r $eg*YS,_U-*tAtSfl

and tlren rLtn tlrr*uglr *,:rnputer*c':ntr':1 led image prc,.:es*ing.

tl:,rmputter*genernted imagery pr,:vides pLrnrtuati':n, These cr,mpurtmr

i rnages utse tlre e:,;'3t i ': ner+ mathemat i rsl ':f f ra,:ta1s and, ,:e1 L r-.rl;rr

auttr,m*ta" As aIw$y5 in Elder, sLrp€lrtitles and v,:i,:*.*r:rv€t Er r"rlri 1e

':.':rnparatively scarr:: e in thisi f i 1m, pr*vi.clm $'lrn$ {r:rd€* lleys trr t}re

filmts intertextti, here Isaa,: Neulbr,n, tliLIiam Blal':rp, J*hn loli1tnn,

Nrrthr,:rp Frye arrd 13. hl. L. v'ln Lei,hnits "



:

ELder asst':ciateg ruCg}f-$f:-US}f, uitl'r De* {iti.jI' the m*de*rn

abstrart rn,:vement that s':urql,tt tlre putrity,:f rnatlrernati,:al

*trtr,:tlrreta tlrat c*r-rlrJ be utsecl tc, re*velal the urndsrrlyinql ,:rc1er,:f

the crrg,n':g. De Sti jl cc,r-tld be c':'nstrLled as tlre m*dern resltmpti,:n

rilf the,;larEsiral phi.1*s,:plry *f the Pytlrag':reans, Elder

r:r:':rdinates tliis aspirati,rn v,ri bl't it$ early rnc,clern phi 1,:'tE':phic,"r1

avatfir$r Fj,:manti': p,:erte; anrJ cutrrent matfuernatir;;si. f-lSsh-lng.Cl5. i:3

vi:iura1).y *putlent and glitters with te*hnir:aI fl':ltris;het;, arrd

E1der has referred tc' it as a ",:,:,medy", It is higth spirited and

f urnny, br-tt d*urbtless lre aI$.3 mffan$ ':,:medy in Frye'u, rJemper sens'e

*f a renelral and disc':rvery ,:f ,:rdsr r as in the later r*rnedies ,:f

$lral:espeflrEr Dante, s tif;fe.gdj.q nnd the Rc,rnanti': p*,etxt reclernptive

*i':'ngE" f,l.ee,h CInqe1s pl.*res tlre cycle stil1 r*ithirr Furrgat*ryr br-tt

fltrther alc,ng in tlre imaginati,rnts agr::Ent auJay frc'm l."le11 anrJ

tr:rr*ard the imag*ry i:,f a [ip"qpi{.r._ll.L*.. t Bart Testa)




